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In the upcoming episode of Beyond the Classroom, we are excited to feature Alfio Annibalini,
an accomplished music producer, recording engineer, and educator at Seneca College. This
episode delves deep into Alfio's multifaceted career, highlighting how his extensive industry
experience informs his innovative teaching practices and commitment to fostering inclusion
and sustainability in education.

From Studio to Classroom: A Unique Journey

Alfio shares his journey from being a professional in the music industry to becoming a
passionate educator. With a career spanning decades, Alfio has worked as a recording
engineer and music producer, accumulating a wealth of knowledge that he now channels
into his teaching. His transition to education was driven by a desire to give back and inspire
young creatives to pursue their passions with purpose and determination.

In his role as a professor at Seneca College’s Independent Music Production and
Independent Songwriting programs, Alfio teaches audio recording and manipulation within
the digital realm. He brings authenticity and relevance to the classroom by integrating real-
world projects into his lessons. Students don't just learn about industry practices—they
actively participate in them. Alfio shares how some projects started in his classroom have
evolved into professional tracks, showcasing the tangible impact of his hands-on teaching
approach.

The Realities of a Creative Career

The episode also uncovers the realities of building a career in the music industry. Alfio
candidly discusses the challenges of working in recording studios, the romanticized yet
demanding nature of the job, and the undervaluation of art in society. Despite these hurdles,
Alfio emphasizes the importance of passion, adaptability, and staying professionally active.
He highlights how advancements in technology have democratized music production,
creating both opportunities and challenges for today’s creators.

Integrating Inclusion and Sustainability in Education

A key focus of the conversation is Alfio's role in integrating Seneca College’s pillars of Truth
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and Reconciliation, equity, diversity, inclusion, and sustainability into his teaching. Alfio
describes how he collaborates with Indigenous artists, such as those from Indigenous-led
record labels like Esco de Records, to bring diverse perspectives into his classroom. He also
encourages students to explore sustainable options in music production, emphasizing the
importance of ethical practices in the arts.

While these efforts are still evolving, Alfio’s commitment to fostering an inclusive and
responsible educational environment is evident. He shares his excitement about helping both
students and faculty embrace these values, setting the stage for a more meaningful and
impactful learning experience.

Inspiring the Next Generation of Creators

One of the most compelling aspects of this episode is Alfio’s enthusiasm for mentoring
students. By blending practical industry knowledge with an inclusive teaching philosophy, he
creates a dynamic learning environment that empowers students to bring their unique voices
to the world. Alfio’s approach highlights the importance of education as a tool for
connection, creativity, and transformation.

Why This Episode Matters

This episode isn't just for music enthusiasts—it's for anyone interested in the intersections of
art, education, and social change. Whether you're curious about the challenges of a music
career, the role of mentorship, or the integration of inclusive practices in education, Alfio’s
insights are sure to resonate.

Mark your calendars for January 1st, 2024, and join us for this inspiring and thought-
provoking episode of Beyond the Classroom. Alfio Zappacosta’s story is a testament to the
power of creativity and the profound impact of mentorship and inclusion in shaping a
brighter future. Don’t miss it! [



